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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING 2011 

704. Mr J.E. McGRATH to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question, I acknowledge the presence in the public gallery of students from Carine Senior High 
School, which is obviously in the member for Carine’s electorate. 

Premier, driving through my electorate of South Perth, I noticed that they have already hoisted the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting flags very high. This is the third time that CHOGM will be held 
in Australia. Could the Premier advise the house of the Liberal–National government’s plans with respect to 
CHOGM and its associated events? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I thank the member for South Perth for the question, because his electorate will play a prominent part in the 
events of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011, and, indeed, the royal visit, and I know he is 
enthusiastic—excited. Indeed, members certainly on this side, and I think most members of the house, are very 
pleased that Perth is the host of CHOGM 2011. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Do you thank federal Labor for delivering that event to Perth? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do. I think the then Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, and the then Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Stephen Smith, did an outstanding job in securing CHOGM for Perth and for Western Australia.  

Although the formal opening of CHOGM is not until Friday of next week, when the Queen will open CHOGM 
itself, I think most people in Western Australia are now becoming increasingly aware that the events surrounding 
CHOGM, and some components of CHOGM, actually precede that. In addition to the formal meeting of Prime 
Ministers and Presidents, there will be, of course, meetings of foreign ministers. There will also be the 
Commonwealth Business Forum, which Western Australia has taken responsibility for, with over 1 000 
delegates, nearly half of those from countries other than Australia; the People’s Forum, which Sue Ash has had a 
prime role in, with 300 to 400 delegates; and the Youth Forum, which will also be taking place during that 
period. 

In addition, the Western Australian government has taken the lead on building CHOGM into a wider community 
event. In fact, the first of the formal CHOGM events starts today with the International Super Series Hockey 
Tournament getting underway tonight. Over the weekend, there will be the netball event, including the test 
match between Australia and New Zealand, the two top teams in the world. The Commonwealth Arts Festival, 
which the Minister for Culture and the Arts has spoken about, will also get underway, with a concert in Supreme 
Court gardens on Sunday night and some 40 events taking place throughout next week.  

CHOGM is a very large event and a very complex event. There will be, in addition, some 500 volunteers, and a 
further 80 volunteers helping in the media centre. At this stage, the estimation is that over 6 000 delegates and 
various representatives will come to Perth from commonwealth nations and from elsewhere in Australia. There 
will be a media contingent of over 1 100, including nearly 500 overseas journalists and media support staff. This 
will very much draw a large amount of world attention onto Perth during the whole week, and particularly during 
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting itself.  

There will be legacies of this for the people of Western Australia. Most of the state government expenditure has 
gone on physical investment such as the currently called state reception centre in Kings Park, the police 
command centre and indeed improvements to Government House. We have also spent significant amounts of 
public money on the sports and arts festivals, security, and a range of other matters. I invite the people of 
Western Australia to participate in CHOGM. If members are interested—most are—they should take the time to 
take part in activities around the royal visit. We anticipate that the “Great Aussie Barbecue”, to be held on 
Saturday week, may attract well over 100 000 people. It will be the Queen’s last event on this Australian tour; 
basically it will be the farewell to the Queen and Prince Philip.  

Mr T.G. Stephens: We join you in congratulating the federal Gillard Labor government!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think I made that abundantly clear. I do not know why members opposite are so bitter 
about this. It is a great event for Western Australia. I have made it clear, and I make it clear at every public 
venue, that the host is the Australian government and the role of the Western Australian government is to support 
it. This state government has done an outstanding job, even, can I say, to the extent of backbench members of the 
government individually going out to greet visiting heads of state at the airport. I thank them in advance for 
doing that.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I tell members what, it is very important that we do that.  
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Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I find that — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Mr P.C. Tinley: Share the CHOGM love. Come on; be nice!  

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I formally call you to order for the second time today. If you want an 
early mark—I will not finish the sentence.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know the majority of members of Parliament opposite support these activities. I know 
the Leader of the Opposition does. I welcome and encourage members to come along to all the events. Every 
single member of Parliament has been invited to the state reception. I am not sure that has ever happened before. 
That is appropriate. There will be representatives of local government, leaders in sport, charity, volunteering, 
military, judiciary, education and health. This is a great community event. The public of Western Australia is 
totally engaged in this. Sponsorship from the corporate sector has been extraordinary; probably never, ever has a 
CHOGM, anywhere in the world, attracted the degree of corporate participation and sponsorship as is happening 
in Perth. I know members opposite support this, despite some of the comments across the chamber. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank and congratulate all the various government departments, volunteers, 
police, and community-based organisations who have put an enormous effort into this. There have been two 
years of planning for this event. I am confident it will be a great success. I am sure the people of Western 
Australia will totally engage themselves and enjoy all the activities and, if one likes, all the pomp and ceremony 
that will go with both the royal visit and the hosting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 
Perth, Western Australia.  
 


